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Dear neighbors, 

Thanks again for the honor of representing you.  

The legislature just finished its 2010 work -- rebalancing the state’s 
budget.  We have finally, I hope, hit the bottom of this severe recession. 
But on the way down revenues continued to sink while costs — like 
increased numbers of kids in public school  and kids’ health  
care— went up.  

We cut $ billions out of virtually every program in the state. Even K-12 
education was whittled back by 5%; we cut most other big programs much 
deeper in order to protect education and to save as much of our basic 
health and human services safety net as possible.

In the end, I voted against the budget and the new taxes needed to pay 
for it.  I believe we should have cut even deeper.  In my view we need 
to downsize our whole state government to fit the new realities. But 
just cutting is not enough. If we are going to pull ourselves out of this 
deep economic hole, we must invest in education both in K-12 and in our 
community colleges. We need to make sure every adult now out of work 
can get into a community college class for the skills needs to get back  
to work.

So looking ahead, my priorities are on education, reform and 
government accountability.  I’m working to reset our programs so 
we get better results at lower cost. We must get good value for every 
penny of taxes. 

We’re not out of the woods of this recession yet.  What are your 
priorities?  I’d like very much to know how you think we can best get 
ourselves back on the path to prosperity.

Very best wishes,

Larry
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